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Jazz is a style of music that originated in the United States. Jazz was born in the 
City and reflects the many noises and rhythms of the street. Jazz was often 
played late at night.  This music is based on improvisation, which means the 
musicians make it up while while they play!  Instruments commonly used 
in Jazz are the trumpet, saxophone, trombone, piano, guitar, upright bass, Drum 
set, and the human voice! !
This month we will also begin learning and practicing solfege singing (do re mi 
etc.) with Curwin hand signs.  This is an excellent way to develop the ear and 
sense of relative pitch.  If you want to learn more about solfege for children, here 
is a great article: http://www.thebubblebox.com.au/blog/do-re-mi-solfege-hand-
signs-teach-young-children/ !
Swing- Big Band Jazz and Swing music is played by bands with many musicians, 
and the music is meant for dancing!  Can you hear how the music feels 
danceable?  We call that feeling 'swing'. 
Song: In the Mood- Glen Miller Big Band !
Bebop- Bebop is usually played by a much smaller band of about 3-6 musicians.  
The music focuses more on the improvised solos, and is often meant for listening 
more than dancing. Today I'll bring a trumpet in to demonstrate one of the most 
popular instruments in jazz! 
Song: Salt peanuts- Dizzy Gillespie !
Dixieland- Dixieland music is Jazz that comes from the Southern part of the 
united states, and is often played at parades, parties and on Riverboat cruises. It 
also features several other instruments not usually used in Jazz: the Banjo, 
Clarinet, and Tuba.  There are often many instruments all improvising at the 
same time!  Can you pick out the different instruments?   
Song: Little Liza Jane- Preservation hall Jazz Band !
Free Jazz- This music is called 'free'  because there are very few rules that the 
musicians follow to create sound.  It is played on any instrument, at many 
different speeds and volumes.  The music has a great emphasis on improvisation 
and self expression.   
Song: Ornette Coleman- Free Jazz
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